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Thank You!
Thank you for ordering a WOOD® magazine download. We 
hope you enjoy being part of our online experience and that 
you have fun expanding your woodworking skills. 

Please remember that this copyrighted material is for your use 
only. It is unlawful to share this file with someone else or to 
reprint; + in any form.

Bill Krier
Editor in Chief, WOOD magazine 

Adobe Acrobat Reader 
Troubleshooting Guide

If you can read this page, your Acrobat Reader program is 
working correctly! But you may still have problems or specific 
issues, such as printing and saving your downloadable file. 

My printer won’t print the text correctly
Almost all printing problems are due to not enough free  
system resources memory. The files are very memory  
extensive because they include graphics, text, and photos. 
Close all other programs/applications and print directly out  
of the Acrobat Reader program, not your Web browser. 

Patterns are not printing full-size
Make sure your printer is set to print at 100 percent and that 
“print to fit” is not checked. These settings are selected in the 
printer setup or printer options. 

I can’t save my file now that it’s downloaded
You must save the plan when you download the file.  
Download the file again, except this time try right-clicking on 
the red download button. A menu window will open. Select 
“Save target as” or “Save link as” to save the file to your 
hard drive. Once saved, you can open it up with Adobe 
Acrobat Reader. 

For more details on using Adobe Acrobat Reader please 
visit our online help section at:  
http://www.woodstore.net/clicherforde.html 
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snack   
shop

We have offered bird feeders

before, but none quite like

this one, designed by Pat

Schlarbaum, songbird special-

ist with Iowa’s Department of

Natural Resources. Read on to

learn what makes this feeder

special for your backyard

feathered friends.irdnfeedis-

lieve 



45O bevels

7/64" pilot hole
1/2" deep

#8 x 11/4" brass
F.H. wood screws

5/32" hole, countersunk

16"

121/2"
1/4" round-overs

1/8" groove
1/4" deep

1/8" acrylic, 51/2"
wide x 13" long

3"

Approximately 3/4"-diam.
branch 161/2" long

Approximately
3/4"-diam. branch
161/2" long

Approximately 3/4"-diam.
branch 17" long

#8 x 11/4" brass
F.H. wood screws

5/32" hole,
countersunk

7/64" pilot hole 1/2" deep

EXPLODED VIEW

21/2" 7›"

11/4" pipe threaded
on one end

#10 x 5/8" F.H.
wood screws

11/4" pipe flange

#10 x 21/2" brass
F.H. wood screw

3/16" hole, countersunk
on bottom side
Note: Mating hole is a
1/8" pilot hole 1" deep.
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All feeders are not
created equal
This bird feeder design appeals to a variety of
birds and their feeding habits. In designing it, Pat
Schlarbaum wanted to provide a healthy, durable
structure that both people and birds could enjoy
for a lifetime.

When songbirds feed from a seed supply that’s
damp and sometimes infested with aspergillosis
(a fungal disease), it can kill them. For this rea-
son, Pat designed a feeder that specifically keeps
seed dry and minimizes the threat of this danger-
ous disease.

The proportions of the feeder include an over-
hang that aids in keeping the feeding area dry.
The recessed trough controls seed waste. An
attached screen underneath allows for aeration.
The cedar feeder is designed to be large enough
to let birds of different species, particularly terri-
torial ones like the nuthatch, feed at the same
time without bothering one another.

To hold seed between their toes while eating,
such songbirds as chickadees and tufted titmice
require perches or a branch. To accommodate
both types of birds, Pat used tree branches for
perches on his feeders. Oil (black) sunflower
seeds are preferred by the most desirable species.
They’re widely available at home centers, hard-
ware stores, and garden shops. 

Note: For the construction of this feeder, we
purchased 1×10" cedar boards at a local home
center. Then, we selected areas between the splits
and knots for the pieces. Our stock came Œ" thick
and planed on one side. We planed the rough
opposite side for a ‡" finished thickness.

 3/4 x 91/4 x 96" Cedar (1x10)

cutting diagram
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 3/4 x 91/4 x 96" Cedar (1x10)

materials list
FINISHED SIZE

base T W L  Matl. Qty.
A feeder base ‡" 8" 12fi" C 1

B  perch strips ‡" ‡" 16fi" C 2

platform
C ends ‡" ‡" 16fi" C 2

D bottom piece ‡" 3‹" 11" C 1

E bottom piece ‡" 8" 11" C 1

F bottom piece ‡" 1fi" 11" C 1

hopper and roof
G hopper ends ‡" 5fi" 9Œ" C 2

H cross member ‡" 1" 12fi" C 1

I   roof ends ‡" 4¤" 8‹" C 2

J  roof tops ‡" 7›" 16" C 2

pipe flange bracket
K base ‡" 4" 8" C 1

L supports ‡" ‡" 4" C 2

Material Key: C–cedar.

Supplies: #8×1‹" brass flathead wood screws, #18×fi"
nails (4), #10×fl" flathead wood screws (4), #10×2fi"
brass flathead wood screws (4), 4‹×12" metal screen,
1‹" pipe threaded on one end, 1‹" pipe flange,
¤×5fi×13"acrylic (2).
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Start with the base

1Cut the feeder base (A) to
size. Lay out and mark the

centerpoints for the fi" drain
holes, where dimensioned on
the Parts View drawing below.
Drill the holes.

2Cut the two perch strips (B)
to size.  Lay out, and then

drill and countersink three
mounting holes in each strip
where located on the Base
Assembly drawing. 
Note: So it can stand up to the
elements, construct your feeder
using Titebond II water-resis-
tant glue, slow-set epoxy, or
resorcinol.

3Glue and screw the perch strips
(B) to the feeder base (A).

4Cut a piece of metal screen
to 4‹×12". Use masking

tape or duct tape to hold the

screen in position, where shown
on the Base Assembly drawing.
Then, secure the screen with
#18×fi" nails. Remove the tape.

Now set the table
with a feeding 
platform

1Cut the platform ends (C) to
size.  Then, cut the platform

pieces (D, E, F) to size, bevel-
ripping the edges, where shown
on the Base Assembly drawing.
For safety, we started with a 5"-
wide piece of stock, and bevel-
ripped part F from one edge.

2Dry-clamp the pieces togeth-
er in the configuration shown

on the drawing.  Mark the cen-
terpoints, and drill and counter-
sink mounting holes through the
C parts and into the ends of D, E,
and F where shown.

3Glue and screw the platform
(C, D, E, F) together. Mark

the radii, and cut or sand the
two rounded corners of the plat-
form to shape, where shown on
the Base Assembly drawing.

4Drill mounting holes, and
then glue and screw the plat-

form to the base, where shown
on the Exploded View and Base
Assembly drawings.

Next, add the hopper
and roof assemblies

1Using the dimensions on the
Parts View drawing, lay out

the hopper ends (G), drill the
countersunk mounting holes
and cut these pieces to shape.

2Cut or rout a ¤" groove ‹"
deep ›" in from the edges,

where shown on the Parts
View drawing on page 6.

PARTS VIEW

 11/4"

 121/2"

 8"

 1"  1"  1"  1"  1"  1"  1"  1"  1"  1"

1/2" holes spaced 1" apart

A

 11/4"

FEEDER BASE

 27/8"

 21/4"



TM

Page 6 of 7

3Cut the cross member (H) to
size, bevel-ripping the top

edges. (See the Bevel detail on
the Exploded View drawing.)

4Cut the roof pieces (I, J) to
size. (See the Parts View

and Exploded View drawings
for reference.)

5Glue and screw the hopper
ends (G) to the base and

platform assembly.  Secure the
cross member (H) between the
end pieces.

6Assemble the roof (I, J), as
shown in the Exploded

View drawing.

7Cut the pipe flange bracket
pieces (K, L). Drill the

holes, and glue and screw them
to the bottom of the base, being
careful not to cover the drainage
holes drilled earlier.

8Have two pieces of ¤" clear
acrylic cut to fit the hopper

grooves. Secure a pipe flange to
the bottom of the bracket (K, L).

Natural perches are
for the birds

1Cut or prune straight
branches about ‡" in diam-

eter to the lengths shown on the
Exploded View drawing. Seal
the ends of the branches to pre-
vent cracking.

2Drill the mounting holes
through the branches and

secure them to the perch strips
(B) and platform ends (C),
where shown on the Exploded
View drawing. Mount the
branches so they come in con-
tact where they cross.

3Mount the feeder to 1‹"
pipe that has the top end

threaded to mate with the
flange. If possible, position
your feeder near bushes or
evergreens for shelter and in
an area protected from strong
winds. Lift the roof assembly
off the feeder, fill with bird
feed, and watch the birds gath-
er for dinner.¿

 9/16"

 97/8"

 23/4"

 21/8"

  3/8"

  3/4"

 13/4"

 23/16"

 2"
 51/2"

3/8"

1/8" grooves
1/4" deep

on inside face

G

5/32" holes,
countersunk

5/32" hole,
countersunk

HOPPER END

 23/4"

PARTS VIEW

The purchase of these plans does not transfer
any copyright or other ownership interest in the
plans, the design, or the finished project to the
buyer. Buyer may neither reproduce the plans
for sale nor offer for sale any copies of the fin-
ished project.

Produced by Marlen Kemmet
Project Design: Pat Schlarbaum
Photographs: Wm. Hopkins
Graphic Design: Jamie Downing
Illustrations: Kim Downing; Lorna Johnson
©Copyright Meredith Corporation 2003
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PARTS VIEW
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WOODMall.com 
The Internet’s Largest Source for Woodworking Tools and Accessories

Thanks for your order! 
Now that you’ve got a detailed plan to build that perfect 
project, visit the WOOD Mall for the Internet’s largest source for 
woodworking tools and accessories. The WOOD Mall offers:

• More than two dozen woodworking-related stores

• More than 50,000 tools & accessories

• 24-hour shopping

• Special sales and closeouts

• Nearly 40 tool comparison charts

If you like helpful and timely woodworking information 
delivered to you absolutely free every two weeks, we 
invite you to register for the WOOD Online Newsletter.

Our latest newsletter was e-mailed to more than 95,000 
woodworkers around the globe. Each newsletter informs and links 
you to the latest free downloadable plan, a free seminar, the latest 
tool sweepstakes, a free mini-plan, and a short feature article. All 
you have to do to get your free newsletter every two weeks is 
register on the WOODmagazine.com Web site.

WOODStore.net
Browse more than 500 woodworking plans, projects, books, techniques, & more. Each plan 
includes professional color photography and step-by-step illustrations. 

Plans Techniques Articles Publications

WOODmagazine.com


